Guidelines for Evaluation of Richter Scholar Applications
(for the partial evaluation of applications)
1. Problem statement and or hypotheses

0 = no problem statement or hypotheses

1 = problem statement or hypotheses ambiguous or not connected to literature 

3 = clear problem statement or hypotheses but lacks clear connection to literature or proposed study

4 = problem statement or hypotheses is clear, flows from literature, and clearly sets stage for the proposed study 

2. Review of background literature

0 = absent

1 = cursory or limited in scope

2 = provides an overview of existing literature but is incomplete or lacks coherence and clarity

3 = demonstrates a good grasp of the existing literature and presents in a coherent and clear fashion

3. Methods or Procedure
0 = procedures omitted 

1 = one or more aspects of procedures present, but lacking in details and completeness
2 = several aspects of the methods and procedures are described but lacks completeness of a “3” response

3 = each component of the procedure is described, including:

a. participants, instruments, methods, and instruments [reliability, validity, and methods for monitoring instrumentation (e.g., alpha in present study or other validity checks) in the proposed study] for empirical research

b. sources, materials, procedures, and analytical strategies for literature research

c. techniques, materials, and the procedures for non-print projects (painting, sculpture, drama and the like)

4. Benefits of proposed project

0 = benefits not stated

1 = benefits ambiguous or trivial

2 = demonstrated personal or disciplinary benefits but not both, or benefits of limited value
3 = clearly demonstrates potential for both personal and disciplinary benefits 

5. Project Outcomes

0 = not addressed

1 = plan for presentation or publication vague or lacking in details

2 = plan for presentation or publication is present but do not fit the project

3 = plan for presentation or publication is present and realistic

6. Budget

0 = no budget

1 = budget incomplete or unrealistic

2 = budget plan addresses stipend, supplies, travel, and other expenses but seems unrealistic; or elements of budget are omitted

3 = budget plan addresses stipend, supplies, travel, and other expenses and reflects realistic appraisal of likely costs

7. Faculty sponsor statement

0 = not present

1 = present but vague—or does not clearly address all components of: value of the proposed research, strength of proposal, or delineation of anticipated faculty involvement
2 = present but lacking in one or more details of value of the proposed research, strength of proposal, or delineation of anticipated faculty involvement
3 = clearly addresses value of the proposed research, strength of proposal, and delineates anticipated faculty involvement in the project 
