


European principle of human rights as a universal and immutable norm of international law in
non-European societies and cultures.

(Among the examples of such rejection is the 1990 Cairo Declaration of Human
Rights in Islam, which, while reaffirming some rights, has rejected others, such as women's
rights and equality of religions).

Certainly, it is a problem situation.

Addressing the theme of the human rights evolution, I will not of course dwell on the
history of this notion for the shortage of time. Instead, I would like only to draw your
attention to some points important, to my mind, in a search of solutions to existing problems.

The concept of individual human rights arose under certain conditions. Territorially,
it arose in Western Europe with the disintegration of estate society and in North American
colonies associated with it. Historically, it arose in the period when Christianity dominated
religious and public life. Lying in the basis of the human rights and freedom concept is the
idea of natural law grounded in religious faith. Characteristic here is the US Declaration of
Independence (1776), stating in particular, ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness'. Axiomatic here is the
Christian understanding of the nature of man who, while endowed with unalienable rights,
has a natural moral law.

It is noteworthy that in the case of the United States the concept not only postulated
individual freedoms, including religious freedom, but also reflected the clear awareness of
citizens that they make up a single community. Here we may recall the famous words of the
Preamble to the 1787 Constitution: ‘We, the people...'

In other words, the notion of human rights was asserted in a situation of public
consensus, including moral consensus. For instance, when family was dealt with, the
Christian understanding of marriage was adopted as obvious to everyone.

I would like to underline the peculiarities of the cultural and religious context. In
various countries with or without a dominating Church, religious pluralism boiled down to
the co-existence of wvarious Christian confessions and denominations, with Jewish
communities as the only exception. The assertion of individual human rights was linked
initially with recognition of the right to religious freedom within Christianity. At the same

time, this right also helped to assert the right to freedom of conscience and belief in general,
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