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President’s Prologue

Recently, | attended a meeting of a group of
Christian men in which a young Portland attor-
ney gave a devotional on what Lent means to
him. He focused on Jeremiah 18:6: “Like clay in
the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand.”
He shared that he likes to think of Lent in terms
of two other phrases we hear in spring —
“spring cleaning” and “spring training.”

| found the group’s discussion of these terms
interesting and helpful. Spring cleaning is a time
of thorough cleaning that happens once a year.
We dust in places we haven’t dusted for a while.
We throw out or give away items we don’t
need anymore. We sometimes even fix things
that may be broken and in need of repair. In
considering this, | find it a good basis to think
about my spiritual life during Lent. It is a time
when | should be looking around to see what
needs cleaning, fixing, or getting rid of.

| find it useful to examine behaviors that have
become habits and clean them up or get rid of
them if they don’t enhance my spiritual life. It is
helpful for me to do a checklist of my attitudes
to see if they have deteriorated over time.

A thorough house cleaning is good preparation
for spring training. How do | get in shape for the
new season? Physically, | notice how quickly new
flab appears when | don’t exercise regularly. In
the same way, Lent is a good time for me to
renew my commitment to the spiritual disci-
plines that help to minimize spiritual “fat”
Somehow it’s so easy for me to let prayer time
dwindle and devotional reading get replaced by
“necessary” reading over the course of a year.
So it’s helpful for me to think of Lent as a time
of spring training.

What’s interesting about this is that what |
write here is not new or unusual. That’s why |
think the metaphors of spring cleaning and
spring training are so appropriate. We don’t
enjoy spring cleanings, and baseball players are
hardly very excited about spring training. Maybe
this is why we have Lent every year. | need the
reminder to review my spiritual life periodically.
| also need it to refresh my gratitude to God for
his sacrificial gift of Jesus, who provided our sal-
vation through his death and resurrection.
Praise be to God!
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President Baker

Provost Robin Baker will be the institu-
tion’s next president, effective July 1.
Robin was selected by the university’s
board of trustees at the board’s annual
spring meetings March 9-10. He will
begin his presidential duties following the
retirement of President David Brandt.

After considering several candidates with
diverse backgrounds, the board felt confi-
dent in naming Robin the institution’s
12th president. “We are fortunate to have
a gifted leader who speaks passionately, is
articulate, and loves students,” said
Barbara Palmer, chair of the board. “His
vision for making an impact in the world
through Christian higher education will
help us raise corporate support and grow
our programs and reputation as the premier

Christ-centered university in the region.”

A story on Robin’s selection is linked to
the university’s home page, georgefox.edu.
Moving Up

The board of trustees granted tenure to
Deborah Berh6 (Communication Arts),
Michael Everest (Chemistry), Nicole
Rigelman (Education), Laura Simmons
(Seminary), and Brent Weaver
(Performing Arts) at the university’s
March 9-10 board meeting. In addition,
Bryan Boyd (Performing Arts) and
Mark Selid (Management) were promot-
ed from assistant to associate professor.

The board also promoted four individuals
from associate to full professor: Karin
Jordan (Counseling), MaryKate Morse
(Seminary), Donna Phillips
(Education), and Kenneth Willson
(Performing Arts). Other promotions
went to Pat Bailey and Steve Grant
(Health and Human Performance), named
master coaches, and Alexander Rolfe
and Janis Tyhurst (Library), promoted to

associate librarian status.

Aid for Act Six

A benefit concert for the university’s Act
Six program, “An Evening with Julianne
Johnson and Friends,” is set for 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 14, in Bauman Auditorium.
The event will feature Portland native
Johnson — a jazz, R&B, Motown, and
gospel vocalist — and special guest singers

and musicians.

Concert proceeds go toward the Act Six
leadership and scholarship program that
will annually bring a multicultural group
of 10 Portland high school students to
George Fox beginning this fall. Tickets are
$8 in advance, $10 at the door, and $5 for
seniors and students. Group rates also are
available. For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, visit julianne.georgefox.edu.
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Survey Says .o

The university’s benefits survey conducted
in December drew 336 responses and pro-
vided the following observations:

* Employees strongly supported adding
group dental to our benefits (71 per-
cent interested/highly interested, and
76 percent would enroll). Vision was
second (68 percent), and alternative
care was third (45 percent).

* Most important factors for a dental plan
are coverage and choice.

* Comments about the current dental
plan were most often negative.

* Opverall, benefits most important to
employees are medical, paid time off,
and the retirement plan.

¢ Overall, employees are most satistied
with the retirement plan, tuition remis-
sion, and paid time off.

* Employees prefer to receive benefit
information by e-mail and hard copy
over Web and in person.

* Benefits are more important to younger
employees with lower incomes.

The Benefit Committee and Gale Roid

(Assessment) reviewed the responses. This

resulted in the new Pioneer dental plan

now offered to all benefits-eligible
employees, starting with the new fiscal
year, July 1, 2007. The university will pay

50 percent of the employee-only premium.

Seminary Challenge

Seminary faculty members have issued a
$5,000 Challenge to kick-start the
Seminary Scholarship Fund. All donations
made to the fund through May 31, 2007
will be matched dollar-for-dollar by semi-
nary faculty, up to $5,000. The fund cur-
rently gives priority to international stu-
dents who have difficulty affording the
cost of enrolling in the DMin program,
which includes students from 32 states
and 11 countries. For more information
or to contribute, contact Jules Glanzer
(Seminary) at ext. 6152 or Amy Karjala
(Development) at ext. 2118.

Breaking Away

Several students will spend the March 26-
30 spring break week assisting others on
serve trips. One team will travel to Los
Angeles to work with children and assist
with service projects at The Oaks Camp.
Another group will help the Lapwai
Church of God with painting, grounds
work, and roof repair in Lapwai, Idaho.
George Fox is also sending a team to min-
ister to troubled youth at the Flying H
Ranch near Yakima, Wash. Another is going
to Utah to learn about the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints and interact
with LDS members. A fifth group is going
to the Dream Center, an organization that
sponsors more than 200 outreaches in

inner-city Los Angeles.
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For Art’s Sake

An exhibit featuring the art of George Fox
students will be on display March 22 through
April 13 in the Minthorne and Lindgren gal-
leries. The show, titled “George Fox Student
Art Exhibit,” will include sculpture, drawings,
paintings, ceramics, mixed media, photogra-
phy, graphic design, and prints. An opening
reception is set from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
March 22, in the Minthorne Gallery. The
exhibit is closed over spring break.

Culture in Classroom

Cliff Rosenbohm (Social Work) will present
“Cross-Cultural Interactions in the
Classroom” at a faculty teaching forum from
12:40 to 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 21, in
the Executive Dining Room. The session will
discuss how faculty can support students from
varied cultures and address the tension that
might arise from cultural differences.

COMINGS AND GOINGS

Janis Sanford was hired as
office manager of the
Portland Center. She was an
administrative assistant for
the city of Aurora since
August of 2005. She has

4 cxperience as a children’s

ministry director at a church and as a group
life coordinator at the MacLaren youth facility
in Woodburn. In 1999, she graduated from
Prairie Bible College in Alberta, Canada, with
a bachelor’s degree in ministry to children
and youth. Janis lives in Wilsonville with her
husband Tim, son Keenan, and daughter

Keely. The family attends Grace Chapel in
Wilsonville.

Darla Samuelson returned
to the seminary as an admin-
istrative assistant this month.
She worked at the seminary
in the same capacity from
t'r November of 2003 until July
of 2005. Since October of
2005, she has been a testing technician for

Dirkse Counseling and Consulting, a voca-
tional rehabilitation company in Beaverton.
Darla earned a bachelor’s degree in nursing
from Bethel College in 1984 and is currently
a full-time MDiv student at the seminary. She
lives in Tigard with her husband, Rick, and
has four children: Derek, Katelynn, Evan, and
Graydon. She serves on the leadership team
for RiversWay Community, a network of

home churches.

Carol Yard is the new camp
program director at Tilikum.
She has extensive experience
in camp programs. Most
recently, she served as the co-
creator of a wilderness pro-

gram at Die Hoekie Outdoor
& Adventure Centre in De Wildt, South
Africa, in 2006. She was also a wilderness
program leader and trainer with HoneyRock
camp in Wisconsin in 2005. She did graduate
work at HoneyRock and Wheaton College,
earning a certificate in leadership and camp
ministry in 2003 and a master’s degree in
educational ministries in 2004. Carol is origi-
nally from Pennsylvania and recently relocat-
ed from Chicago to the Newberg area.

Sharon Skyles (Plant Services) retired this

month, ending a 16-year career at George Fox.
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Paul Anderson (Religious Studies) present-
ed a paper on “An Orthodox View of
Discernment” at the fourth Congregational
Discernment Consultation in Colorado
Springs, Colo. He also chaired sessions at the
Quaker Theological Discussion Group and the
Psychology and Biblical Studies Section of the
national American Academy of Religion/
Society of Biblical Literature meetings in
Washington, D.C. Paul also responded to the
invited papers in the John, Jesus and History Group.

Ed Higgins (Writing/ Literature) had two
poems, “Yamhill Creek” and “Outside,” pub-
lished in the spring issue of Words on Walls:
Online Quarterly Journal of Literature and Art.

More than 100 Oregon foreign language and
social studies teachers visited the university
for a conference, entitled “Pathways to
Cultural and Global Understanding,” on
March 3. Plenary speaker Daniel Coste of the
Council of Europe flew in from Paris to
speak. Sylvette Norre (French) organized a
pre-conference event that included about 70
students and teachers of French from both the
secondary and university levels. Mich limori,
adjunct professor of music, performed on a
traditional Japanese instrument, and Brent
Weaver (Performing Arts) presented a ses-
sion, “The Chilean Nueva Cancion Move-
ment,” that addressed a folk-protest move-
ment during the turbulent 1970s in Chile.

Joel Perez and Rick Muthiah (Student
Life) attended the First-Year Experience
Conference in Dallas Feb. 17-21. Joel attend-
ed the pre-conference session “Best Practice
in the First College Year: Defining What
Works and Why;” Rick attended a pre-confer-
ence workshop entitled “Creating Solid
Foundations for First-Year Initiatives:

Fundamentals of Faculty Development.”

Gennie Harris (Education) co-presented a
session, “Poverty and Education: Critiquing
the Performance,” at the Oregon Association
of Teacher Educators conference in Portland
Feb. 23. MAT students Leila Cassel, Emily
Helligso, and Heidi Jenkins joined Gennie in
the presentation, performing a Reader’s Theatre
script about their experiences engaging in dis-
courses about poverty and education.
Melanie Springer Mock’s (Writing/
Literature) essay, “The Perils of Testimony,”
appears in the spring issue of Ruminate: Faith
in Literature and Art. The essay will be

reprinted in an upcoming anthology, Growing

Up Churched.

Paul Chamberlain (Chemistry) presented
seminars on “Science and Christianity, No
Final Conflict” at the McMinnville
Presbyterian Church and Calvin Presbyterian
Church in February.

David Sherwood (Social Work) received
the North American Association of Christians
in Social Work’s Award for Distinguished
Service to Christianity and Social Work at the
organization’s 57th annual convention and
training conference in Dallas, Texas, March 8-
11. David was honored for his leadership in
developing and accrediting social work pro-
grams in Christian colleges and universities.
David led two workshops at the conference
and delivered the annual Alan Keith-Lucas
Lecture as a plenary speaker, speaking on
“Moral, Believing Social Workers: Philosophical
and Theological Foundations of Social Work Ethics”
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Bonnie Jerke and Darren Noble (Carcer
Services) attended workshops featuring carcer
development experts Norman Gysbers and
Cal Crow at a professional development event
sponsored by the Oregon Career Develop-
ment Association March 8 in Portland. The
following day, Bonnic attended a Myers-
Briggs Type Indicator training at the
University of Portland.

INTHE FAMILY

Lora Froescher, formerly in Admissions,
and her husband, Ken, welcomed their first
child, Lydia Lynne, on March 4. The baby,
born at Kaiser Sunnyside Medical Center,
weighed 6 pounds, 6 ounces, and was 19.5
inches long.

From the Colleen Richmond family
(Keith, Holly and Shannon): “Thank you so
much for the beautiful flowers you sent to our
family after the loss of Colleen. It means so
much to have your kind thoughts and sympa-
thy during this hard time.”

From Joanna Baker (niece of former faculty
members Don and Lydia McNichols):
“Thank you, George Fox community, for the
beautiful bouquet of flowers delivered for
Lydia’s memorial service. The years that Aunt
Lydia and Uncle Don taught at George Fox
were good years that provided meaningful
memories, a foundation for continued service

of Don on the board, and lasting friendships.”

BIRTHDAYS

March 21 Larry Mennenga
March 23 Karen Hostetter
Dianna McIntyre
Trent Smith
March 24 Loren Kerns
March 25 Dave Kelley
March 27 Mark Emerson
Kathleen Sims
March 28 Charlie Kamilos
Steve Petzold
March 29 Vetta Berokoff
Kathi Newton
March 30 Debora Herb-Sepich
March 31 Melodee Powers
April 1 Amy Karjala

CALENDAR

Monday, March 19

Newberg Chapel
ASC Chapel, 10:40 a.m.

Tuesday, March 20
Faculty Lunch, Noon
Wednesday, March 21

Newberg Chapel
Student Journeys, 10:40 a.m.

Faculty Teaching Forum
Executive Dining Room, 12:40 p.m.

Thursday, March 22

Opening Reception: Student Art Exhibit
Minthorne Gallery, 4-5:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 24

Softball vs. Willamette (2)
Morse Field, Noon

Baseball vs. Puget Sound (2)
Morse Field, Noon

Sunday, March 25

Baseball vs. Puget Sound
Morse Field, Noon

Saturday, March 31

Women'’s Tennis vs. Whitworth
GFU Tennis Courts, 10 a.m.

Women'’s Tennis vs. Whitman
GFU Tennis Courts, 3:30 p.m.
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