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Be Known for the difference you make



“Be Known – it is a promise that we will serve each 
student at George Fox University, helping them 
discover and develop their God-given callings. Our 
institution is centered on Christ, focused on the future, 
and committed to every student. At the same time, 
contemporary economic challenges make it difficult to 
provide a top-quality, educational experience that is 
affordable to our students and families. 

To overcome this challenge, I’ve commissioned 
dedicated teams of staff and faculty to work on 
innovative ways to reduce costs and increase the value 
and Christian distinctives we believe in. Additionally, 
in this 125th anniversary year, we are launching ‘The 
Promise Campaign’ to serve as a catalyst for raising 
the funds we need to ensure our promise is attainable 
for many future generations of students.”  

– Robin Baker, George Fox University President

George Fox University has a beautiful history of preparing Christian leaders to 
address our world’s great challenges. 

This is the living legacy of our Friends founders, who in 1891 created our 
founding academy to prepare students academically and deepen their 
relationship with God.  For 125 years, we have held the same unwavering 
commitment to Jesus Christ and fulfilling His purposes. 

Though our footprint and influence has grown significantly, today at George 
Fox we promise that every student will Be Known – personally, academically 
and spiritually. 

When faculty and staff connect with our students in authentic ways, they are 
inspired. Careers turn into callings, and students are empowered to develop 
their gifts and the skills that lead to exceptional life outcomes. 

This is how George Fox graduates become difference-makers in our culture, 
whether as engineers, medical professionals, athletes and coaches, authors, 
church leaders or other professionals.

With your help, George Fox will continue to develop Christian leaders 
for the next 125 years. 

Building on a Strong 
Foundation

Wood-Mar Hall, 1911 



In this hallmark 125th anniversary year, we celebrate not only 
our heritage, but also George Fox University’s remarkable progress 
and our preparation for the future. 

Students continue to be drawn to our Be Known promise in 
record numbers. At a time when many institutions face stagnant 
or declining admissions, enrollment at George Fox has grown 
exponentially – 254 percent since 1990. 

During this time, we have 
pursued innovative ways 
to meet real-world needs – 
adding a doctor of physical 
therapy program, creating the 
IDEA Center for leading-edge 
career preparation, expanding 
our highly ranked engineering 
program, growing our 
business program and reinstating football after a 46-year hiatus, 
making us one of only three Christian colleges to offer football on 
the West Coast. 

Since 2009, alumni, parents, foundations and friends of 
the university have contributed to more than $36 million 
in improvements to accommodate our growth and foster 
engagement. Among other projects, we have added the beautiful 
Canyon Commons dining facility, David and Melva Brandt 
Residence Hall, Duke Athletic Center, Stoffer Family Stadium,  
Hy Vista Retreat Center and more. 

These essential improvements enable us to encourage our 
students’ growth and equip them for impactful futures.

“What I love most about George Fox is 
the wonderful students that they turn out. 
They’re a real asset to our community. 
They’re an asset to our state.  
They’re an asset to the world.”  

– Ken Austin, Founder of A-dec;  
Promise Campaign Honorary Co-Chair

Innovation and Growth

George Fox’s engineering program has grown exponentially, 
requiring the remodeling of the former Klages Dining Hall 
into a collaborative design center.
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Now as we further strengthen student experiences and fulfill our vision to 
be the Christian university of choice in the Northwest known for producing 
exceptional life outcomes, we invite you to join us in this last phase as we 
top off our Promise Campaign. 

With your support for the following priorities, we will write the next 
remarkable chapter in George Fox’s story. 

Capital Projects: Ensuring that each student will have space 
in which to build relationships, engage in leadership activities 
and learn from mentors.

We are fortunate to enjoy a beautiful campus in one of the safest 
cities in Oregon. As our enrollment grows, our physical space must 
continue to meet our high standards for learning and engagement 
opportunities.

From the recently built Duke Athletic Center and Stoffer Stadium 
to the newly constructed Brandt Hall and Canyon Commons dining 
hall, all of our spaces are centered on enabling students to build 
meaningful relationships.

The Promise Campaign 
The Promise of Sustainable 
and Relational Growth

 p r i o r i t y  o n e :

Recent additions to campus:

The Duke Athletic Center 
includes coaches’ offices, a locker 
room, an athletic training room 
and classroom space.

The 30,000-square-foot Canyon 
Commons seats 900 and features 
large windows overlooking Hess 
Creek Canyon.

Home to football and track 
and field events, Stoffer Family 
Stadium can accommodate more 
than 3,300 fans. 
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The key priority of the Promise Campaign is building a Student Activity Center 
where our students can gather, participate in leadership events and be active. 

Why a New Student Activity Center?
p Wheeler Sports Center Space is Running Out: With enrollment growth and 

the addition of football and women’s lacrosse in 2014, Wheeler is crowded. 
Intramural events are often scheduled as late as 11 p.m.!

p Student Clubs Double: Since 2012, we have grown from 18 student organizations 
to 40. Current student leadership space is not equipped to handle this volume.  

p Social Activities Venues: We’ve outgrown appropriate venues for activities like 
dances and concerts. 

p Proactive Health Programming: The center would provide space for proactive 
programming around health and wellness as a major initiative.

Activity Center Details:
p Pending successful fundraising, a fall 2018 

opening is possible

p 40,000-square-foot building on the east 
side of campus

p Would include three basketball/volleyball 
courts, student leadership and club space, 
a fitness center, a rock-climbing wall, two 
yoga/dance/aerobics studios and a student 
lounge

Student Activity Center

Architectural renderings only; design may change

Activity Center fitness area Engineering Innovation Center

“This new facility will greatly enrich the student experience, 
enhancing our support of intramurals, expanding the dedicated 
space for student government and clubs, and providing a 
centralized venue for activities such as dances and concerts.” 

 – Brad Lau, Vice President of Student Life 

Promise Campaign 
Capital Projects

Engineering Innovation 
Center
In 2002, George Fox launched its engineering program 
with a 1,000-square-foot project lab and machine shop 
in Wood-Mar Hall. Since then, the department has 
increased tenfold. Given this growth, we are remodeling 
the Klages Dining Hall into a collaborative design center.

The engineering equipment needed for this new lab 
represents the project’s greatest financial need. Your help 
will enable more students to develop into humanitarian 
inventors and forward-thinking engineers.

Engineering Innovation Center Details
p Provides 15,000 additional square feet of space to our 

engineers, including a 6,000-square-foot “makerspace”

p Includes machine and woodworking shop, 
manufacturing and prototyping lab, design rooms,  
an environmental lab, geotechnical transportation 
space, and tool room

p Offers open space where students from other majors 
can participate in design projects and be inspired by 
each other’s creations

p Lab is scheduled to open in the fall of 2016, but new 
equipment will be purchased as funds become available

Baseball and Softball 
George Fox is committed to making major upgrades to 
baseball and softball facilities, including artificial turf 
playing surfaces and additional fan seating.



Endowment Funds: Ensuring the 
university’s long-term health  
When you create an endowment, your invested funds 
generate income that benefits the university and its students 
not only during your lifetime, but also for future generations. 

A strong endowment strengthens the university by providing 
scholarship funds, enhancing our ability to recruit world-class 
faculty and enriching programs and curriculum.

While the reach and influence of George Fox has grown rapidly 
in recent years, contributions toward our endowment have 
not kept pace. 

If you care passionately about the university and are 
dedicated to sustaining its mission indefinitely, establishing 
an endowment fund will prove a rewarding and impactful 
investment. 

The Student Fund: Enriching the George 
Fox experience across all programs
Over the past three years, 100 percent of incoming George Fox 
students have received need- and/or merit-based grants and 
scholarships. In the 2015-16 academic year, the university awarded 
more than $31 million in aid. These funds make a tremendous 
difference for our students, many of whom could not attend George 
Fox without this help. 

Gifts to the Student Fund help us bridge the gap between the 
actual cost of a George Fox education and tuition dollars. They also 
send a positive message to major donors, foundations and college 
rankings that evaluate the percentage of alumni and friends who 
give annually. Most importantly, giving to the Student Fund creates 
life-changing opportunities for our students.

“With your support you are 
assuring the next generation that 
you see something that is worth 
believing in; sometimes all we 
need is somebody to say ‘I believe 
in you,’ and the rest is history.”

– Chandler  
Brutscher,  
Studio Arts  
and Spanish  
Major, ’16  

“I am a homeless student attending 
a private Christian university. I was 
told many times I would not be able 
to attend this school, but God has 
provided through generous people, 
and I have been blessed with a very 

loving and helpful financial aid counselor.” 

– Micah Scott, Christian Ministries Major, ’18

According to Money magazine, 
George Fox offers students 

one of the best values among Northwest private 
universities. We were named the top Christian 
college in Oregon in the “Best Colleges for your 
Money” issue based on “educational quality, 
affordability, and career outcomes.” (2014)

   Endowment
NACCAP School Endowment  per student 

Wheaton College $196,000,000 $122,000 

Linfield $103,500,000 $61,497 

Westmont College $84,400,000 $56,358 

Whitworth University $98,900,000 $41,388 

University of Portland $140,200,000 $34,350 

Biola University $105,400,000 $20,107 

Seattle Pacific University $87,800,000 $17,255 

Northwest Nazarene Univ. $21,073,000 $15,128 

George Fox University $20,894,426 $8,006 

Azuza Pacific University $58,943,568 $5,733 

Corban Unversity $3,000,000 $2,221 

The Promise of Affordability The Promise of a Strong Future
 p r i o r i t y  t w o :  p r i o r i t y  t h r e e :



Partner in the Promise
As we celebrate George Fox University’s 125th anniversary milestone this 
year, it is time to complete the last phase of our successful eight-year 
campaign. Together, let’s advance our longstanding Christ-centered 
mission and support the university’s exponential enrollment growth.

Since the Promise Campaign began in 2009, $36.6 million of the $46.8 
million needed has been shared by generous trustees, alumni, parents, 
foundations, community partners and friends of the university. Let’s 
finish the campaign strong.

Remaining 
Fundraising 

Goals

Student Activity Center: $4 million

Engineering Equipment: $1 million

Endowment: $3 million

Student Fund: $1 million

Baseball & Softball: $1.2 million

Remaining to be raised: $10.2 million

There are many ways for you to join the Promise Campaign.  
However you choose to help is deeply appreciated. 

To learn more about George Fox 
University’s plans and priorities,  
we invite you to contact: 

University Advancement 
503-554-2115 
www.georgefox.edu/giving



“When you give to something personal that you really 
believe in, there’s a lot of joy that comes back from that. 
The joy that we felt from being part of George Fox, of 
being embraced by the university, of attending events at 
the university – those are all wonderful things that come 
back to us, because we chose to give.”

–Brad and Katharine Stoffer, Promise Campaign 
Honorary Co-Chairs



Promise Campaign Leadership

Campaign Leadership
Ken Austin, Honorary Chair

Dick & Jeanie Reiten,  
Honorary Chairs

Brad & Katharine Stoffer, 
Honorary Chairs

Keith Galitz, Chair, Steering 
Committee

Scott Gratsinger, Steering 
Committee

Estle Harlan, Steering 
Committee

Barbara Palmer, Steering 
Committee

Angela Fogg

Ken Gerondale

David Andersen

Heather Lewis

Kent Thornburg

Dave VandeLinde

Board of Trustees
David Andersen,  
Advancement Committee

Patricia Anderson

Ken Beebe

Carrie Lamm Bishop

Dan Cammack

Don G. Carter

Raymond Cheung

Gordon L. Crisman

Mike Delk

Frank Engle, Jr.,  
Advancement Committee

Angela Fogg

Keith Galitz, Chair, 
Advancement Committee

Scott Gratsinger,  
Advancement Committee 

David Green, Chair, Board  
of Trustees

Dale W. Hadley

Eric Hagen,  
Advancement Committee

Estle Harlan,  
Advancement Committee 

Paula Kinney

Jim Le Shana

Heather Lewis,  
Advancement Committee

Deborah A. Martin

Stanley D. Morse

Barbara Palmer,  
Advancement Committee 

Brent Peterson

Vic A. Peterson

Adam Puckett

Ken Redford

Gloria Schwindt

Truman Stone

Stephen M. Tatone

Kent L. Thornburg, 
Advancement Committee

Dave VandeLinde, 
Advancement Committee

Bill B. Wilson,  
Advancement Committee

Scott Winter,  
Advancement Committee

David Woolsey

Ex Officio
Robin Baker,  
President

Becky Ankeny, 
Advancement  
Committee

Curtis Strauss, 
Advancement  
Committee

Honorary Trustees
Hal L. Adrian

Gloria L. Attrell

Ken Austin

Dealous L. Cox

Richard D. Evans

Paul L. Hathaway Jr.

Andre Iseli

John R. Lemmons

Jack E. Meadows

Roger Minthorne

Bob Monroe

Chuck Mylander

Floyd Watson

Norman Winters

The Promise Campaign

University Advancement

414 N. Meridian St. #6256  |  Newberg, OR 97132
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