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Global Crossroads team to exercise your passion for media.
The Global Crossroads is recruiting editors and writers for
Fall 2012 to Spring 2013. E-mail Yali He @
yhe11@georgefox.edu to find out more.
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New International Students

International
Newsletter
This newsletter is published
by International Student
Services, George Fox
University. Our purpose is to
inform, educate and connect
international students and
our campus community.

Contact Information:

byline
[Name]

Office of International
Student Services:
International
Center/Cultural House

Editorial Staff:
Editors in Chief
Alex Pia
Dianna McIntyre

Upcoming Events
-

Internship opportunity for International Student
Services for spring semester. Contact Alex Pia and
Dianna Mclntyre for more information

-

Christmas Zoolights on 30, November: Contact Alice
Gozal if you are interested in joining us, and make
sure to check your email to get our information.

-

Graduation Party on 7, December 2012: Be sure to
come to International House on 7, December and say
goodbye to your friends who are leaving this year.

Managing Editor
Yali He

Special thanks to:
Martha Iancu
Connor Schaefer
Evon Lee
Onjalai Flake
Na Hu
Duruo Li
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Culture Celebration Week
- Culture Fair
- World’s Got Talent
Culture Fair
On November 13th at around four o’clock,
International Student Services organized
the Cultural Fair in the Bruin Den. There
were many international students from
around seven countries who represented
their own cultures, and it was a lot of
learning and fun.
In the Culture Fair, we had representatives come from China, Austria, India, Mexico, Armenia, and
other countries. The Chinese booth exhibited The Chinese traditional instrument (Guzheng) and classical
music. The food (dumplings) our Chinese friends provided attracted a lot of crowds. In the Austria section,
David brought us traditional apple strudel, which showed us the traditional dessert cuisine in Austria. In
addition, we also got the chance to know more about Ecuador and several other countries’ cultures. The
hand-made chess from Armenia, for instance, interested and amazed people. At the Armenian booth, we
were informed that the chess on display was carved by hand. We also
got the chance to view very exotic and pretty clothes at the Mexican
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booth. The Culture Fair gave students of George Fox a great chance to
know about cultures outside of the States.
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World’s Got Talent

Inclusion and

Student Leadership Programs and International Student Services hosted their 3rd annual
cultural event: World’s Got Talent. This event was attended by hundreds, including
students, faculty, staff, and even community members, as they watched students perform
cultural acts including singing, dancing, spoken word (poetry) and playing of instruments.
Some of the countries

represented were

China, Mexico,

Dominican Republic,

Kenya, and Polynesia and

Hawaii (even though it

is part of United States).
Representing China,

we had Yixuan Pan

who played the Bamboo

flute and did her

makeup in the ancient

form of Peking Opera.

Representing Mexico,

dancers Karina

Ramirez and Ariel Cerrud

performed a Mexican

folk dance. Also, Arturo

Lucatero and Nancy

Arellano did an act that

included the regional

Mexican accordion. Kiana Lumanlan did a beautiful hula from the islands of Hawai’i.
Latin movement was comprised of eight students who danced Latin dances such as
Meringue and Berchata. Sam Saxton took us to Kenya as he performed on the Samba
drum. It was truly an evening of talent, a chance for students and
staff alike to embark on a journey across the globe.

-Onjalai
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Cross-Cultural
Friendship

People have the stereotypes that having a cross-cultural
friendship is very hard. Some people avoid making friends
from another culture out of insecurity.
However, in this issue, six students from four countries will
show how they made lasting friendships.

Wenlu He

Wenlu and Leslie have known each other for almost a year, and they always

Country:

leave people with happy impressions. In this interview, their laughing and

China

happiness automatically makes you laugh.

Major:

Finance

When I asked what they have learned most from each other, they listed a
number of qualities

they’ve learned from each

other. Leslie said that

she found out that Wenlu

America

had a strong sense of

family and community,

Spanish &

and Wenlu told me that

she really appreciated how

Leslie was always

willing to help her with

Leslie Hunt
Country:
Major:

International
Studies

patience.
Language and cultural

differences are barriers that

are hard to avoid in international friendships, but it is a different case for
Leslie and Wenlu. Leslie loves learning Chinese, and she is quiet good at
Chinese right now. While Leslie keeps asking Wenlu to teach her Chinese,
Wenlu improved her English skills. Intercultural friendship requires patience
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and energy, but it also gives you a lot of surprises.
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Cross-Cultural Friendship
The first time Tim and Lionnel met at class
was not a pleasant one. Tim was scared by how
Lionnel stared at him weirdly, and Lionnel felt
very uncomfortable by Tim’s fun-loving attitude
in class. Both Tim and Lionnel didn’t think that
they could become good friends at first. However, similar characteristics
broke the boundaries of language barriers and cultural differences between them, and they
became the best friends as they hung out more.
There were a lot of encouraging and touching moments between Lionnel and Tim. One time,
Lionnel fell off his bike and was injured. While Lionnel kept saying that he was okay and asked
Tim to help him to take care of the bike, Tim insisted on sending Lionnel to the school health
center, and it was Tim in that month who sent Lionnel to change his bandages everyday. This
was the time when Lionnel learned what real friendship was.
Tim later told me that he also learned many meaningful lessons from Lionnel. One time
Lionnel told Tim, “Hey, you are really rich,” which shocked Tim, but Lionnel explained later,
“because you are such a nice guy.” How Lionnel defined “rich” made Tim really want to treasure
this special friend. Their friendship became more and more special and meaningful as they got to
know each other better.
“We two are like coffee and milk. We match each other perfectly,” remarked Tim. Tim and
Lionnel Vyizigiro:
Country: Burundi

Major: Civil Engineering

Dmitriy Artikov

Country: Uzbekistan

Major: Business studies

Lionnel’s friendship is a great example
of intercultural friendship.
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The first time Connor and Yali met was over breakfast in the Bon,
where they talked about where they had traveled and the
different experiences they had. Their friendship grew as they talked and studied together
more, and they became a couple in the spring after they had become very close and gotten to
really know each other.
When I asked Connor and Yali what their most
memorable experience together was, they said that it
was their trip to San Francisco at the end of this
September, where they celebrated the Moon Festival
with Yali’s cousin, his wife, and their friends. Connor
said that this was a very new experience for him,
because he was surrounded by Chinese culture and traditions for the festival. But even
though he was nervous about meeting some of Yali’s family, he said that he felt very lucky to
have an opportunity like that! Both Connor and Yali said that they’ve learned a lot from this
relationship and from having other friends from different cultures. Yali said that having an
international relationship takes tolerance and has helped her to think
more critically, and Connor added that it sometimes takes a lot of
patience and understanding from both of them when culture differences
come up.

Connor Schaefer
Major:

International
Studies

Hometown: Portland

They admit that they’ve had some difficulties before, because of
cultural differences. But even though things are sometimes hard, they
always try their best to understand and accept each other!

Yali He

Major:
Communication
Studies
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Hometown: Hunan,
China

International Newsletter

Issue 5, November 26, 2012

Professor with International Students

Martha Iancu
with
international
Students
Martha is a professor who works with international students in ELI and variety of classes.
She loves working with international students, and here are the reasons she told us why she
wants to work with international students:
“One reason that teaching international students is so rewarding for me is that I get to see how
much their ability to use English improves. Some students have great difficulty communicating
in English when they first arrive, but by the time they leave the English Language Institute,
they have competence and confidence in using English and are able to learn successfully in
regular university courses.
At the same time, it’s fun to see how students express their personalities as they become more
comfortable interacting in English. I feel so proud when they graduate, knowing how far they
have come, and it’s a kick to hear from them later on about graduate studies, weddings and
babies, jobs and other milestones.
Another reason that I enjoy working with international students is that I learn so much from
them. They tell me about various aspects of life in their home
countries, invite me to sample their favorite foods, and share
about their hobbies, interests, frustrations, and dreams. I am
always learning more about how our cultures are similar and
different, and how to communicate more successfully across
Page 8
cultures. I really appreciate my students. They have so much to
offer to the George Fox community.” -Martha Iancu
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Information from International Student Services
Christmas break is coming soon: December 15 – January 13.
Living on campus during Winter Break?
The residence halls close for Christmas break at noon on December 15 and open at 1 pm
January 13. However, international students will have the option to stay in their oncampus housing during Christmas break, but there is no food service during Christmas
break.
Plan to move off campus?
If you plan to move off campus for spring semester or are not returning to George Fox you
do not have the option to live on campus during Christmas break. You will need to move
out of your campus housing by noon on Dec. 15.
Traveling During Christmas Break?
If you are planning to drive anywhere during our Christmas break, I want to advise you to
be extra careful of icy roads. If you are planning to travel outside of Oregon or up to the
mountains in Oregon, I strongly advise you to get chains for your tires, so that if the roads
are icy, you can put the chains on your tires and it will be more safe for you to drive on the
icy roads. You can go to Les Schwab tire center here in Newberg to get chains. They will
show you how to put the chains on your tires. They also have a plan that if you buy the
chains, but end up not needing to use them, you can return the unused chains at the end of
winter, and they will refund your money.
If you are planning to visit Canada, be sure to get a visitor visa for Canada before you
travel. Be sure to take your passport and I-20 with you on your travels wherever you
go. Check your US F-1 visa to make sure it has not expired. You will need a current US F1 visa to return to the US.
Car accident?
Remember, if you are in a car accident, George Fox University cannot assume any
responsibility to pay for any damages to your car or injury to you or others with you.
Finally, if Dianna or Alex can be of any help to you during this Christmas break, feel free to
contact us. Alex’s home phone number is 971-275-6202 and Dianna's phone number is 503351-7153. Campus security is 503-554-2090.
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Make Your Voice Heard
The purpose of this page is to publish people’s opinions on
certain issues or topics. Email us if you want to make your
stories be heard.
Interested in working in the field of communication? Join
the Global Crossroads team to exercise your passion for
media. The Global Crossroads is recruiting editors and
writers for Spring 2013. E-mail Yali He @
yhe11@georgefox.edu to find out more.

Comments or question? E-mail us at: yhe11@georgefox.edu
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Thanks for reading!
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